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Absinthe

DESCRIPTION: Absinthe (Artemesia
cbsirSMum] is a shrubby, aromatic

plant, sometimes called WORMWOOD,
with silky, white, segmented leaves.
The name also refers to the highly
intoxicating green alcoholic liquor
made from its leaves. Although there

are some variations within the
species, they have not been segre-
gated into varieties. For a related
species, see Tarragon.

SOIL REQUIREMENTS: These plants
grow in very poor soil and the
amount of aromatic oil contained
does not increase with soil fertility.
They do best on a well-drained or
even gravelly soil that has been well
supplied with liming materials.

TIME FOR PLANTING AND GROWTH:

They may be crivm by sowing the
seed in pots and trar.3planting the
seedlings at intervals of 12 Inches in
rows two feet anart. The plants will
bloom from August to September
and should be harvested when ccm-
ing into bloom in order to obtain the
maximum amount of aromatic oil
from the leaves. If grown for orna-
mental purposes, they may be har-
vested immediately after they have
passed their prime as a flowering
plant

DISEASES AND INSECTS : Any insects
that feed on the leaves can be con-
trolled by the rotenone or pyrethrum
dusts. Diseases are not serious unless
the plants are grown in too fertile a
soil.

GENERAL SUGGESTIONS: Much can
be done with the various species re-
lated to Absinthe by the hobbyist
who does not value his time so highly
that he must be reimbursed. It re-
quires patience to develop plants, for
instance, that have a much higher
condiment value. \Vhen once devel-
oped, a good character can be main-
tained by propagating the plants by
cuttings, as they live over from year
to year.

Aegopodium

Aegopodium podagraria, often
called BISHOPS-WEED or GOTJTWEED,
is a perennial herb whose parsley-
like leaves are used for seasoning.
It is a fast-growing weedy plant,
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